
BRAYTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 

ON 6TH FEBRUARY 2025  
 

Cr. V Griffiths  Cr. L Johnston   

Cr. I Chilvers  Cr. J Chilvers 

Cr. C Dawson  Cr. J Wells 

 Cr. M Bontoft  Cr. H Jessop 

Cr. T Hilton  Cr. B Cook 

Cr. D Backhouse 

Mrs J Knowles – Clerk 

 

CHARGEPAYERS ISSUES 

There were no chargepayers present at this meeting.  

 

Representatives from Evans Homes attended to show Members plans for their new ‘Brayton Beacons’ 

Development on Barff Lane. They explained that the outline permission was for up to 95 dwellings, and this 

will be the number of homes built – with a mix of 1 to 5 bed properties. These will all be two storey.  The 

percentage of affordable homes was stated as 40% but that has been changed to just 20%.  The full Planning 

Application will be submitted shortly.  

 

 

115.25  APOLOGIES         

Cr. S Milnes had sent his apologies, as he had a previous engagement.  

 

 

116.25 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

To receive and disclose interest in matters to be considered at the meeting – in accordance with the National 

Code of Local Government Conduct. The Register of Members Interests was available throughout the 

meeting – in accordance with the National Code of Local Government Conduct.  Cr. B Cook had submitted 

a new, updated form and this has been submitted to North Yorkshire Council. 

 

 

117.25 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 2nd January 2025 were signed and agreed as a true record. 

 

 

118.25 MATTERS ARISING  

None.  

 

 

119.25  REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Cr. Mark Crane was in attendance and reported that the Government has now changed the way it will fund 

Local Councils – they will be £22.8 million worse off next year. It was hoped to keep the increase of 

Council Tax to 3% but is more likely to be near +4.99%.  The demand for ‘Older People Care’ accounts for 

48% of the spending and NYC spend £50 million on home to school transport (was £20 million before covid) 

 

The Government have set new home building targets and 4077 homes to be built each year, which is a high 

figure. The Local Plan has been officially dropped - there has been a ‘call for sites’ to be developed – and Cr. 

Crane will send Members a link to these results – however these are unfiltered so many will be disregarded. 
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Second homes in Yorkshire will now have to pay a ‘double’ council tax and these funds will be used for 

affordable homes i.e. in the Scarbrough area.   

 

The Clerk asked Cr. Crane if he knew if Campey would be putting in an appeal after their recent application 

had been refused – he has heard nothing as yet.  Members discussed recent flooding in Brayton – Cr. Crane 

has written to the Internal Drainage Board, so we will await the response.  The Chairman reported that a 

resident’s car insurance has risen sharply as Brayton is classes as a high crime area, Cr. Crane disputes this 

as Police incidents received are very low at present.  

 

 

120.25  CLERKS REPORT 

Standing Orders  Copies of this document had been sent to all Members earlier in the week, there are no 

changes from last year.   This will be an Agenda Item for next month to discuss. 

 

Grass Cutting  Members were asked to make a decision regarding the Grass Maintenance Contract and 

should it remain with Meticulous Gardens.  Grass cutting cost £10900.65 last financial year and £7150 this 

year. Members discussed this in detail and it was agreed to remain with Meticulous, providing they can do 

some extra work strimming some verges that were not done last summer.  

 

Christmas Lights  Members discussed the lights and agreed not to add any more lights for December 2025.  

 

Council Tax   The Clerk had posted on Facebook that we had managed to reduce our part of the precept by 

minus .55%  A resident was concerned and asked ‘what services are being cut to fund this reduction?’ The 

Clerk had offered to speak to the resident, but he declined.  

 

Bin at Canal   The Clerk reported that finally North Yorkshire Council have fitted a new bin – it is a litter 

AND dog waste one, at the side of the Canal to replace the one removed by the Canal & River Trust.  

 

Defibrillator  The Clerk reported on the recent events where it was discovered the Fernbank Care Facility 

did not have their own Defib and should we purchase any more for the area? Members proposed that we 

fund half the cost for a machine outside Fernbank and one for outside St Wilfrids Hall.  

 

Goalposts   There has been some delay in sourcing Goalposts for the Playing Field on Foxhill Lane. The 

Clerk has been quoted around £1500 for post and fitting. Cr. L Johnston proposed that post should be 

purchases as soon as possible up to this amount, Cr. B Cook seconded and all Members were in agreement 

with this.   

 

Parish Liaison   At a recent meeting in Hambleton the Clerk was interviewed for her thoughts on links 

between NYC and Parish Councils – they will have a dedicated team to ensure we are updated on all matters. 

There are over 660 Parish Councils in the NYC area – so this will be quite a large task.  

 

Speed Survey   The Highways Department had carried out this survey for two weeks in January, on Brayton 

Lane.  The maximum speed over this period was 42.9mph at 4am on a Sunday with the average speed 

28.7mph – the total vehicle count was over 36,000 a week.  Members agreed to ask for a survey on Barff 

Lane next. 

 

Repairs   The lighting at the ‘sports wall’ has now been repaired, as has the VAS near St Wilfrids Church. 

The collapsible bollards on the Village Green will be fixed over the next few weeks.  The broken fence at 36 

The Poplars has been replaced by NYC and the resident is thankful. A replacement Bin has been requested 

for the crossroads, as the current one has been set on fire.   
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Bench protocol  A resident has recently been in contact with the Council regarding the possibility of a 

Memorial Bench for a family Member. They had several requests including a plaque with photograph on the 

bench, and the Clerk realised we had no formal procedure for a request of this sort. Members agreed that one 

be drawn up and will be confirmed at the next meeting. 

 

Road Closure  Brayton Lane will be closed at the Railway Crossings on 13th / 14th February 22:55 – 05:10 

And 5th / 6th April   23:30 – 08:30 

 

 

121.25 COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Cr. Dawson and the Clerk met with Management of Brayton Community Centre on 6th February for a 

general update.  Funding has been secured for permanent Light and Sound equipment and further Arts 

Funding will be applied for. The Brayton Players and Stagecoach classes are very pleased with these 

improvements.  

 

The Youth Club building work will be finished by the end of next month, including installing a new toilet 

and better kitchen facilities. The Youth Club continues to be busy, but due to some vandalism to the roof on 

New Years Eve – the Club was closed the first week of January. Youth workers were there to advise of this 

cancellation and the reason behind this. The Centre will be working closely with the Police to install better 

security measures on the roof – ie barbed wire at the corners where access is being made.  

 

Martin Wedgewood, former Police Chief will be retiring in the spring and will start working for Up for 

Yorkshire in June – it is hoped his experience will assist with the buildings continued security.  Bookings 

continue to rise, especially in the new meeting room. Another catch up will be arranged for next month and 

a Member of the Youth Club will attend a future Parish Council Meeting to report on their activities.  

 

 

122.25  BURIAL BOARD 

Cr. C Dawson reported from the last meeting, held on 14th January.  Ark Facilities have cleared ground and 

Burn Fencing put up fence around this area – members were shown photographs of this work.  

 

Marcus Tapperell did a survey on all 32 trees, but Ark facilities did work. Members discussed some 

concerns regarding the Burial Board and the potential ‘conflict of interests’ as the Clerk’s husband owns Ark 

Facilities and the Burial Board have paid over £13,000 to them this month alone. This will be discussed at 

next month’s meeting. 

 

The next meeting of the Burial Committee will take place on 11th March 2025. 

 

 

123.25  CORRESPONDENCE  

a) HSBC Bank  Letter requesting information for a Safeguarding Review.  They have contacted the Clerk 

to ask for Photographic Identification from Cr. L Johnstone, but she is reluctant to submit this due to 

Data Protection. The Clerk will question HSBC if this is necessary, and if so Cr. M Bontoft will replace 

Cr. Johnstone as a signatory.  

b) North Yorkshire Police  Email from PC Sally Smith regarding issues in Brayton and a report of the latest 

incidents. “Here are the latest crime figures for January 2025 for your area I can report that the low 

number of incidents that have been reported are isolated occurrences and are not part of a developing 

crime pattern or anything that would impact the local community in the villages.  Having said that we 

are having issues with kids on electric scooters particularly in the Selby town area which we are trying to 

get some control of. We have had numerous reports of children on the scooters in dark clothing weaving 

in and out of traffic and causing a nuisance and danger to other road users most evenings. We have been 

getting the message out to parents as much as we can that the scooters should not be used on a public 
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road without valid insurance (which we know the insurance companies will not cover) and if the children 

are caught then we will be seizing the scooter. We are bound by certain restrictions that we are not 

allowed to pursue scooters in our police vans. We have spoken with parents when the situation has 

presented itself, and also been providing some inputs to school children about electric scooters and have 

requested the schools also send out messages to parents about the issue. In the month of January 2025, 

the following statistics are relevant for Brayton: Anti Social Behaviour Reports: 6 (several from kids 

throwing snowballs and going into gardens and destroying snowmen in the inclement weather) Theft: 1 

Violence: 5 I am really pleased that there is a low number of reports of anti-social behaviour in any of 

the villages. I do come round the villages when I am on an evening shift - please let me know if you 

notice any issues beginning to arise and I will do my best to come to the areas at the times needed. I do 

make every effort to attend as many local Parish Council meetings as I can and also aim to host some 

regular community engagement meetings which are being well received. At these drop in sessions I hope 

local people will come forward to speak with me about any issues they may be having in the area and I 

can also update you with what I have managed to put in motion with existing problems that I have 

already been made aware of. I have also been pre-booked to attend some community events in Selby 

area so I will do my best to attend everywhere that I can”.  

c) Litter Bins  Request from a resident for a litter bin on the triangle of land near the Methodist Chapel. 

Members agreed for a new bin to be supplied and the Clerk will arrange this as soon as possible. 

d) Vacancies   Three emails have been received asking if there are any vacancies on the Parish Council as 

these residents are all keen to become Members. The Clerk has advised them that there are currently no 

vacancies on the Council.  

e) Brayton Barff   Report from FOBB from the recent meeting with Yorkshire Water regarding their plans 

to start preliminary work with the new Borehole. “We gathered around the Reservoir Perimeter Fence 

and went through the procedure that would unfold regarding this development. Some questions put to 

Yorkshire Water could not be answered fully because a lot of initial survey work has yet to be 

undertaken to determine the exact size and scale of the operation. It will possibly be located in the 

Bramble patch area, although there was a mention that it could be anywhere in the vicinity including the 

Barff Summit Meadow, although hopefully this will not be the case. After initial survey work including 

Drone surveys, a Borehole operation will begin the work. It is possible that all the construction of the 

new plant will be on going until late in 2027. So there will be a lot of disruption and disturbance. I 

wanted assurances that the Barff Summit Meadow area will be safeguarded, a fence construction 

implemented to keep all vehicle movement on the Perimeter Tarmac Road and steps taken to enhance 

the area to be developed. I am ever hopeful but knowing how Yorkshire Water operate I still have to be 

convinced of their commitment to safeguard completely the Barff Meadow Area. Having said all that 

there was some positive dialogue on other tasks around the Barff and that along with the Y Rangers, they 

want to be seen to be pro-active on a conservational front. The dialogue regarding the stages of this new 

development will hopefully continue as the momentum builds for this new development. Its good to 

know that the Friends of Brayton Barff are now regarded as a credible force to be dealt with”. Mr 

Cooper will keep the Parish Council updated on this project. 

 

 

124.25  PLANNING 

The following applications had been received in the last two days, and therefore were not stated on the 

Agenda.  

a) Section 73 application to vary conditions 02 (plans) and 03 (materials) of approval ZG2023/0814/HPA 

Erection of single storey porch / entrance and new single storey, pitched roof extension to rear, 

replacement of existing single garage to side with new first floor dormer accommodation over and 

general internal alteration works to the existing dwelling at 2 Greenacres Drive.  

b)  Erection of a single storey side/rear extension and conversion of garage with new fenestrations and 

alterations to roof at 69 Barff Lane 

Both of these applications were reviewed by Members and they had no objections to either.  
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125.25  FINANCE 

Bank Charges 19.00 

EE - Phone & Broadband 55.19 

HMRC - Tax & NI contributions 407.50 

J Knowles – Wage 1681.11 

D3 Office Group – Ink 156.86 

Village Orderly - litter picking January 324.00 

North Yorkshire Council - Speed Survey 156.00 

TWM - repairs for VAS 342.12 

Plants and soil for planters 84.00 

Acorn Lighting - removal of Christmas lights 1606.80 

These payments of expenditure were agreed and signed.    

   

Brayton Primary School - wayleave IN 400.00 

  
The Clerk reported that a ‘Thank You’ letter had been received from the Selby District Talking News, for 

the recent donation.  

 

 

126.25  MINOR ISSUES AND ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 

Cr. I Chilvers reported that some damage had occurred on the Youth Shelter – the Clerk will contact Haggs 

to make repairs.   

 

 

127.25  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY 6TH 

MARCH 2025 AT 7.00PM. 

 

 

128.25  CLOSURE OF MEETING 

The meeting was closed at 9:00pm 


